
 

New Life 

JOHN 20:1-31 
4/4/2021 

PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 

Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

 Why was the scene in the cave so orderly? Why was the face cloth folded and 
separated from the other burial linens? 

 Read Luke 9:21-22. How was the empty tomb part of Jesus’ plan? Why didn’t the 
disciples remember Jesus saying this? 

 What reasons could Mary have had for going back into the tomb? Why do you think 
Mary didn’t recognize Jesus?  

 Of all people, why did Jesus choose to appear to Mary first and have her to be the first 
to report His resurrection to the disciples? 

 What relationship do you see between Jesus’ proclamation of peace and His display of 
His hands and side? Why would seeing Jesus’ hands and side lead to the disciples’ 
rejoicing? 

 Do you see significance in the fact that Jesus said His sending of His followers was “as 
the Father has sent me”? Explain. Why would Jesus have told the believers to “receive 
the Holy Spirit” following His commissioning them? 

 Why do we experience moments of doubt even as we believe? What difference does it 
make to our faith that Jesus comes with such graciousness in our doubting? 

 In what way are those who believe without seeing blessed differently than those who did 
get to see? How does verse 31 help answer that question? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Read the other accounts of the resurrection in Matthew 28:1-20, Mark 16:1-
15, and Luke 24:1-49. How do the similarities and differences in the four accounts give you 
a more complete picture of the resurrection? How does this understanding 
impact how you view Jesus and your desire to serve Him?? 


